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If you do, you are probably over 40. Or perhaps some special circumstance has forced
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Douglass o> | qualify on both counts. I am over 40, and just returned from a friend's
funeral.
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Even the average life-span of 80 years if but a breath compared to-eternity, and that's an
average. This means somes lives are cut short for one reason or another and some people
live much longer.
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For my friend, it was a sudden heart attack. It could have been anything. The cause and
the timing are the only uncertain things about death. The certainity is that it will come.
e o e Q. o, N c (8 o NRC.[RQ Q .9 Q.
(78JQ?GOO’°)ORCODQIC°(DGOO? ?Q%Gq’)(ﬂi (ﬂU)Of)Gl(DGOQ@(P@@CO@Q)(]O)ODII GOD[%COQL?OO’D CXDG@’)CO
Q.9 crhecocg C C O (o (& oC C (& oc¢ ocC QN ®]
i?’;eﬂl&ﬂk@@’)g@@%()&mwll OO(DQ?SQG@’JCOG@OQGODQC\D@@ODI U)CDSQE?J§?OGOQ€1®@8LD€(EU)OODO
@@QDQJOGO@L@ GQD[::]S%O)GT)SOO’D O)O%é\jﬁé]}%?’) 9%(56@1’)08(\3’)@08@(%0)9@603? GODQ\I’DU:)S’QGT)@&\)(S]

(Y
(oplen]]

For some reason, my friend's funeral caused me to think about a phrase that is used daily
in our house, especially by my daughters. Ask them to do something and they will
probably say, "In a minute.” "Wait a minute until | get to the end of the chapter.” "Just a
minute, wait until this show's over."
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It occurred to me that we would probably like to say "Wait a minute,” when death
backons. "Just a minute, wait until | get to the end of the year.” "In a minute, my daughter
hasn't finished college yet." "Just a minute, | need more time to accomplish something
with my life."
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Our eternity beyond death will be very different from our life.
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Things that seemed so important will no longer be meaningful. What has worked before
won't work any longer.
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Other people may wait for us, but death does not. When your time is up, it's up.
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Whether you were ready for it or not is beside the point. Your unfinished projects will
remain unfinished forever. Your postponed intentions WiII be eternally postponed.
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When you think about it, life is very short and there's no way to file for an extension.
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Doesn't it make sense, then, to spend more of your time on the really importana things?
Then when death comes for you, you won't have to say, "Just a minute.” You will have
used your minutes well.
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